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NUTRITION OF PLANTS. 


Of the nutritive products, which are car- 
ried by the descending sap to all parts of 
the structure, (as are those of a similar 
nature contained in the blood of animals,) 
the principal is gum. ‘This is found in the 
bark and wood of all plants; and is pre- 
sent in such abundance in several, which are 
called gum-trees, as to flow in plenty from the 
bark when wounded, or when its surface 
cracks. Of these trees, most belong to the 
Acacia tribe ; and it is in warm climates only 
that the formation of this product is so abun- 
dant as to make the collection of it desirable. 
Various modifications of this principle exist in 
different vegetables; but they may all be re- 
garded as Combinations of pure gum with other 
substances. Gum arabic is one of its simplest 
forms; this is really brought from Arabia, 
where it is annually collected in the Acacia 
forests, at the end of November. A large 
quantity is imported into this country, on 
account of its extensive use in calico-printing 
and other arts. It is a highly nutritious sub- 
stance to man and animals; and it forms an 
important article of diet in Arabia and Sene- 
gal. Those who are engaged in collecting it, 
live for a time almost entirely upon it; and 
six ounces have proved sufficient to support 
an adult for twenty-four hours. It is on re- 
cord, that a caravan, crossing the Desert, 
their provisions being exhausted, preserved 
themselves from famine by eating the gum 
arabic, which formed part of the merchandize 
they were transporting. But no animals could 





more prepared for being converted into an 
organized tissue. It is this, which, being 
red out between the bark and the newest 
yer of wood, is the viscid substance termed 
tambium ; in which the of the cel- 
lular tissue, that is to rt of the new 
layer of wood, after a time present them- 
selves. Even if this cambium be drawn off 
from the stem, its particles show a tendency 
to arrange themselves in a form resembling 


roots would have done. These fibres, bei 
intermixed with the cellular tissue prod 
by the cambium, compose the new layers of 


wood and bark, of which a new one is formed 
every year; and it isin this 
‘additiots are made to the ‘oy solid 


matter contained in the stem, which the sup- 
ply of descending sap is principally intended 
to furnish. 

The production of new buds is accomplish- 


that of cells and vessels; though no perfect |ed, as already stated, by the cellular tissue 
tissues are produced by this kind of coagula- | alone ; and as they are connected more or less 
tions The interior of young seeds is filled | closely with the medullary rays, it is easy to 
with a glutinous pulpy fluid of a similar) understand how they derive their nutriment 


description; and partitions gradually appear 
in this, converting it into a mass of cellular 
tissue. 

If a wound be made in the bark, a similar 
glutinous exudation is thrown out from the 
cut edges; and by the conversion of this into 
solid tissue, the wound is gradually healed. If 
a complete ring be cut away from the bark, 
this exudation will be much the greatest on the 
upper side,—showing that it comes from the 
descending sap; but it is not altogether con- 
fined to that edge since a portion of the des- 
cending current, having been carried by the 

rays into the interior of the stem, 
is not checked by this interruption to its flow 
through the bark. ‘Thus we perceive that 
although there is not in plants, as in animals, 
a regular continuous circulation of nutritious 
fluid,—that which has once passed through 
the system of the latter, being impelled again 
through its vessels, after having undergone 
the necessary purification,—nature has pro- 
vided for the reparation of their wounds in the 
most advantageous manner. 

From this form of gum, it would appear 
that the materials of cellular tissue are pro- 


duced ; but those of woody fibre are not the, 


same in chemical constitution, containing a 
larger proportion of carbon. And thus we 
see why it should be peculiarly necessary for 
the production of woody fibre, that the leaves 
should be exposed to the full influence of 
light, by which alone the proper amount of 


continue long to subsist on this ingredient | carbon can be introduced into the system. As 


alone ; since it contains no nitrogen, which is 
still more essential to their support than to 
that of plants. 


| 


already stated, whilst cellular tissue increases 
in every direction, woody fibres seem to grow 
almost exclusively downwards. ‘They may 


Gum is almost the only organic substance |be traced gradually descending from the 


that seems to be immediately applied to the 
nutrition of the plant, when absorbed from 


| 


without, instead of being first decomposed into’ 


water and carbonic acid; for a plant thrives 
well in a solution of it. This is evidently 
because it thus supplies an important ingre- 
dient in the ascending sap, in which it would 
otherwise have to be formed. The gum con- 
tained in the elaborated sap appears to have 
undergone some change, which renders it 


leaves, in which they always originate, just 
as the roots make their way through the 
earth. ‘They pass down in the space between 
the bark and wood, at the time the cambium 
is there ; and this fluid probably contains the 
materials for both tissues. If an obstacle 


from the descending current. Nothing but 
cellular tissue exists in them, until they 
expanded themselves into true leaves, and them 
they form the materials of woody fibre fer 
themselves. The same is the case with flower- 
| buds, seeds, and other young parts. The sub- 
stance termed pectin, which constitutes the 
jelly of fruits, is very closely allied to gum, 
and may be converted into it. 

Although gum seems to be the chief nutri. 
tious product of the assimilation, by the plant, 
of the substances which formed its aliment, it 
is not the only one. Sugar, in many cases, 
appears to have the same office, especially in 
| young and rapidly 
starch of seeds is converted into sugar in the 
\first stage of their growth, and the sugar is 
dissolved by the water around, and carried up 
|the young stem to the leaves. The starch 
| existing in the disk of flowers, again, is con- 
| verted into sugar for the nourishment of. the 
| young seeds ; and it is the superfluous portion 
|of this which flows off in the form of honey. 
There are particular plants which contain a 
very large proportion of sugar, just as we have 
noticed others which abound in gum. Such 
are the sugar-cane, the beet-root, and the 
maple. The sweet juice which abounds in 
| the sugar-cane is exhausted by flowering, and 
| appears, therefore, destined for the develop- 
ment of the set of organs concerned in that 
| process. The same is the case with the beet- 
root, and also in the maple; in the former, 
the sweet juice does not begin to accumulate 
in the roots, until the development of the 
growing parts has ceased for that year; in 
the latter, the juice which was previously 
| Sweet ceases to be so whilst the tree is putting 
| forth its buds, leaves, and blossoms; in both 
these instances, the use of the: sugar in the 
vegetable economy is clearly seen. 

Of the importance of sugar, as an article of 
commerce, little need be said. The annual 
production in different parts of the world, is 








‘ports Thus, the _ 


intervene,—as, for example, a branch passing | estimated at not far from twenty million hun- 
off from the stem,—they do not stop in conse- | dred weights, or a million of tons; and this 
quence of it, but separate to one side and the | is nearly all obtained from a single kind of 
other, and re-unite below, just as a bundle of! plant,—the sugarcane. The soft spongy tis- 
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strongest, died first. Every thing was done 
by Fosdick to keep up the spirits of his com- 
panions, but they failed one after another, and 
as soon as hope fled, they yielded and died. 
When the weather was at all rough, they 
were obliged to take to the foretop, and lash 
themselves, there to remain till it became 
ealm. 

They had now all perished but two—Fos- 
dick and a companion, who were in the top, 
one dark bight, when it began to rain. Fos- 
dick reached over to where his companion 


down into a thick sirup, which erystallizes 
and deposits the sugar it contains. This is 
what is commonly known as brown sugar ; and 
it has to undergo a subsequent process of re- 
, in order to convert it into white. In 
Canada and other parts of North America, a 
good sugar is produced from the maple, by 
tapping the stem when the sap begins to arise 
‘jo the spring ; the quantity of sugar obtained, 
by boiling the sap that flows from one tree 
ore ca of six weeks, is sometimes as | water as it fell, but found him dead. In the 
muc morning he cut him loose, and he fell into the 
sea. He then remained alone six days before 

he was taken off by Captain Kimball. Great 
credit is due, and should be awarded to Cap- 
tain Kimball, for the medical skill he dis- 
played in saving his life, for he was a mere 
skeleton, unable to stand, or even speak. He 
took him immediately to his cabin, put warm 
dry clothing upon him; fed him moderately 
with warm rice water and gruel, by which 
means he was gradually restored to conseious- 


thirty pounds. 
(To be continued.) 


== 
For “ The Friend.” 
HORRORS OF A SHIPWRECK. 


It may be well for those who live in their 
** sealed houses,” and in the full enjoyment of 
the comforts of this life, to be occasionally 
reminded of the poor mariner—of the priva- 
tions, hardships, dangers, and disasters to 


|late his depraved appetite, un 


which his precarious mode of life continually 
subjects him. The following is but one of 
the many affecting cases which frequently oc- 
cur. The first paragraph is from the Boston 
Courier, probably of the 7th or 8th instant. 
We copy from another paper. 


Captain Kimball, of brig Shawmut, arrived 

terday form Rio Janeiro, reports, that on 
the 11 ult., lat. 28 10, lon. 58 10, he fell in 
with the wreck of brig Naiad, Pearson, late 
master, of and from Halifax, September 14, 
for Demarara ; 22d 9f same month, lat. 29}, 
Was capsized in a heavy squall, keel out, be- 
ing under close reefed topsails at the time. 
She righted next day, full of water, all her 
spars, except foremast gone. Captain Kim- 
ball took from the fore-top Fosdick, of 
New York, seaman, the only survivor. Two 
were drowned when she capsized, and six 
had died of hunger and thirst. Fosdick was 
entirely helpless—could not stand, and would 
have survived but a short time. He had 
Jost all computation of time, and supposed it 
to be about October 20, and that the last man 
was buried about six days before. 


From the Boston Transcript. 


The preservation of the life of the sailor 
Fosdick was most wonderful. ‘The following ad- 
ditional particulars were obtained from young 
Fosdick, by Captain Gurney, the pilot, who 
brought up the brig Shawmut. Captain Kim- 
ball, it will be recollected, rescued Fosdick 
from the wreck. It appears from his state- 
ment that he remained forty-nine days on the 
wreck, with little or no food. A little flour 
was washed up from the hold, which they 
collected, wet with salt water, and dried in 
the sun, and ate. It was known that there 
was a canister Of salmon preserved in oil in 
the cabin. Fosdick dove down several times, 
and succeeded in obtaining six, on which they 
lived for some time ; after that nothing re- 
mained to support life. Of the seven that 
remained, (two being drowned in the fore- 
castle when the Naiad upset,) it ig remark- 














ness. Had he piven him solid food, it would 
have been fatal. By his great caution and 
good management, he has saved a fellow-be- 
ing from a most horrid death—that of star- 
vation. 


On the arrival of the brig, Captain Gurney 


took him to his own house. He is now in 
comfortable quarters at the Seaman’s Home, 
in North Square, where those interested in 
his sad story can see him. He was entirely 
destitute, when Captain Gurney made his case 
known in State street, and in the Insurance 
offices, a purse of fifty doflars was in a few 
minutes made up for him. Fosdick is twen- 
ty-three years of age, and belongs to the city 
of New York, where he has a father and 
mother living. 


For “ The Friend.” 
A Brand Plucked from the Burning. 


The subjoined article is prepared from a 
more extended account in the Annual Mo- 
nitor. 


Timothy Thistlethwaite, the subject of the 
following narrative, was the son of John 
Thistlethwaite, of Holdbeck (Eng.) His resi- 
dence was at Leeds, where he was engaged in 
the malting business, which threw temptations 
in his way, to which he yielded, and became 
confirmed in intemperate habits. In this 
condition be continued for some time, a source 
of great anxiety and care to his family. 
Several years before his death, his health 
became delicate ; yet it did not for a long 
period excite much apprehension in the minds 
of his friends. During this time, the awaken- 
ing visitations of the Lord’s good Spirit were 
strongly renewed, and bitterness and dis- 
tress of mind were in mercy often his portion. 


til, through the 
grace of the Redeemer, he was strengthened 
to take up the resolution not to taste strong 
drink in any form or measure. Then he wit. 
nessed a victory, to the great joy of his anx. 
ious family and friends. 

In the First month, 1838, his eldest daugh. 
ter, whose amiable disposition had endeared 
her to her parents, was removed by death, 
This stroke was not only felt by him, in the 
bereavement, but he received it as a warning 
to him to prepare to follow her. His health 
was declining, and he was fully alive to the 






lay, to rouse him to obtain a few drops of | sense of his awful condition. In the prospect 


of soon being summoned by the undeniable 
messenger, his feelings were stirred within 
him, and he longed to lay hold of the covenant 
of grace in Christ Jesus, and to know a work. 
ing out his soul’s salvation with fear and 
trembling. He had relinquished his besetting 
sin ;—he had become thoughtful and serious ; 
—yet he acknowledged that no evidence was 
afforded that his transgressions were forgiven, 
or his peace made with God. Still he could 
say, he abhorred sin,—he panted after holi- 
ness,—and felt a hope that through the 
abundant mercy of God, in Christ Jesus, bis 
bumerous transgressions would be pardoned. 

Many were the inward conflicts, the fiery 
baptisms he passed through, whilst the great 
Purifier was purging his heart, burning up the 
chaffy nature, and preparing his spirit for an 
admittance into the kingdom of purity and 
peace. 

In the early part of the Third month, 1839, 
about two weeks before his close, bis strength 
began to decline rapidly, and sensible that the 
termination of bis earthly career was not far 
distant, he expressed a desire to * as many 
of his nearest connections as could conveni- 
ently visit him. Such as came, had the satis- 
faction of hearing him exclaim: “ Oh! what 
a sinner | have been! and yet I am now en- 
abled to look forward to my close with perfect 
peace. How wonderful is the love of God in 
Christ Jesus! Ub! it is unspeakable! I have 
been snatched as a brand from the burning, 
and made a partaker of heavenly joy, even 
now.” 

On the eleventh, in taking leave of one of 
his sons, he desired him to make religion the 
first object of his attention, saying, “ there is 
nothing else worth living for.” 

In alluding to the time when he was first 
awakened to a sense of his danger, he said: 
“The Lord has long been drawing me, but I 
long resisted ; yielding to the persuasions of the 
enemy, who strove hard to make me believe, 
there was no mercy for such a sinner; and 
that it would be all in vain: that it was pre- 
sumption in me to hope for pardon. In this 
distress of mind, I prayed earnestly for faith, 
and was mercifully favoured to receive 
strength, to say effectually, ‘Get thee hence, 
satan ;’ and, oh! I never can forget the feel- 
ings I had for some hours after this, when I 
had been made willing to turn my back on the 





He relinquished this business ; and in order | world, and give up my whole heart to God, 
to withdraw himself from temptation, removed | with the assured belief that He accepted the 
from Leeds to Pontefract, and endeavoured to | sacrifice, and would make it what was pleas- 
restrict himself in the use of intoxicating| ing in his sight. I scarcely can describe my 
liquors; but was unable to control and regu-|feelings—I was so happy: all my doubts and 
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fears were remov red: perfect love ‘and confi- 
dence seemed to take possession of my soul ; 
and I appeared to be swimming in @ sea of 


Mie was almost overwhelmed with gratitude 
in relating this ; and tears of tenderness were 
seen to flow for some time after he had ceased 
to speak. After laying quiet awhile, he ut- 
tered, in a low voice: “*O Lord! enable me 
to return Thee thanks for all thy mercy 
towards me: Thy free, unmerited mercy, and 
unbounded loving-kindness; for which | bless 
and praise Thy holy name.” : 

He took but little nourishment oe the 
last week of his life; and slept very little, 
seldom more than ten or fifteen minutes at a 


time ; yet, from these short sleeps, he always 


awoke refreshed, and often said, as-he 

his eyes: “ What a favour to feel so comfort- 
ably refreshed with this little sleep ; it is one 
amongst the numberless blessings I enjoy, and 
for which, I hope, I do endeavour to be thank- 
ful to my gracious Lord, who makes all things 
easy to me.” c 

He was averse to hearing conversation on 
worldly subjects, saying, that he had done 
with the world, and would not have his atten- 
tion turned to it again; remarking, on one 
occasion, that he did not know how soon the 
enemy might be permitted to draw his mind 
back to the world, in a moment of unwatch- 
fulness. 

When able to listen, he much enjoyed 
having portions of the Holy Scriptures read 
to him, and often lamented having lived so 
long in the neglect of these precious writings. 
He was anxious that no books that he con- 
sidered of a pernicious tendency should re- 
main_in the possession of his family. He 
moatilosd two, in particular, which one of his 
son’s had, and requested that they might be 
sent for and destroyed. 

On First-day morning, the 17th, he said, 
he should like us all to sit down in the room, 
and have our meeting there. He had his pil- 
lows adjusted, and when we had taken our 
seats, he said: “ Now let us all try to get 
under a little covering of sweet peace.” His 
cough had been unusually troublesome the 
whole morning, and continued so during our 
sitting of an hour. He remarked afterwards, 
that it had been a trial to his faith, for he had 
not been able to come at that stillness which 
he generally enjoyed. Thus was he made 
renewedly sensible, that “ sweet peace” is not 
at man’s command. He added: “ Pray for 
me, that my faith and patience may hold out 
to the end. I feel my bodily strength rapidly 
decreasing. I think I shall not hold out much 
longer; and, oh! how delightful it would be 
to hear it said, ‘ It is enough |” 

At one time, he,said, “I feel greatly for 
my wife, she has had much to pass through ; 
and I pray that all her trials may be sancti- 
fied to her soul. I trust that she will be 
strengthened to give up her whole heart to 
the Lord, and seek in good earnest the one 
thing needful, and then He will be her comfort 
and support under every affliction.” 

It was a great consolation to his mind, that 
he had been able to leave her provided for, so 
that “she would be more at liberty to devote 


L.of 0. 


in particular, the attendance of religious meet-| ness! What a blessed haven for the tempest- 
in ‘tost Christian mariner! What a sustaining 

He appeared in a very solemn frame of staff! What a firm rock to tread on! Whata 
mind all day, often saying, “I am very near blessed encouragement to the discouraged, to 
my close. I feel my strength going rapidly. | be assured, notwithstanding every fear and 
O! it is delightful to look forward and feel every disappointment, that “ there remaineth 
nothing but peace! 1 want to be more thank. 'a rest to the people of God.” 


ful fur this unspeakable mercy!” His tears| Are you one of this people? Have you the 
which were often observed when no words' mark in the forehead? the token in the heart? 
were uttered, showed the feelings of his heart. the witness in the spirit? Rejoice, then, with 

In the afternoon he had a solemn opportu- exceeding great joy. You may have been 
nity with one who was in the habit of using in-| buffeted, and you may be buffeted again. 
toxicating liquors. Whilst inciting him against) Weary you may be of worldly toil and trouble, 
giving way to the temptations of the enemy, and weary you will be; but what of that? 
he exhorted him not to depend on his owo'In durable characters is graven the sen- 
strength; but to look earnestly to the Lord tence, “There remaineth therefore a rest to 


for help, who could enable him to overcome 
his weakness. ‘ Thou seest what he has done 
for me. I could do nothing for myself. All 


my good resolutions were in vain, so long as I 
Iam a dy-| 


made them in my own strength. 
ing man :—it is an awful thing to die !—but 
what would it be to me now, if | did not feel 
that my sinus were forgiven!” Then, in a 
solemn manner, he warned him not to trifle 
any longer with temptation, but totally to ab- 
stain from strong drink. 

During the last two hours, it was deeply affect- 
ing to those around him to witness his suffer- 
ings, although they were abundantly consoled 
by his assurance,—in the most trying hour,— 
that he was “comfortable—yea, happy.” 
Often saying, “ Pray for me, that my faith 
and patience may hold out to the end.” 

His utterance became more and more dif_i- 
cult; yet he was enabled, almost to the last, 
to express, in an audible and distinct voice, 
his gratitude to his gracious and merciful Sa- 
viour in these words, * O, Lord, I thank Thee 
for all thy méfcies, and particularly for what 
[ am suffering now.” Sometimes adding : 
“but O! if it be Thy will, be pleased to cut 
short this work, and say it is enough.” 

These expressions, which indicated the per- 
fect resignation of his will, and his trust and 
reliance on a merciful Saviour, were the last 
he uttered. 

Thus, having given up the intoxicating cup, 
in obedience to the call of his Saviour, and 
witnessed the purifying baptisms of his Ho y 
Spirit, in the hour of death he was sustained 
by the consoling assurance that he should be 
permitted to partake of the water of life for- 
ever.—His death took place on the 18th day 
of the Third month, 1839. 

A PRECIOUS PROMISE. 

From Old Humphrey's “ Thoughts for the Thoughtful.” 

"Though you may not, like me, have grey 
hairs on your head, yet you may have made the 
remark, that there are many of the comforts 
of this life suited only to particular seasons and 
circumstances; some for summer, and some 
for winter ; some for day, and some for night; 
some for health, and some for sickness; but 
the precious portions and promises of the 
Book of Truth seem calculated for all times, and 
for all situations in which we can be placed. 

Let us take up one of them. “ ‘There re- 








the people of God ;” and that rest shall assu- 
'redly be yours. de 

This is a precious portion and promise for 
the beginning or the latter end of the year. 
It will do for the spring; the summer; the 
‘autumn, and the winter. It is an elixir of 
life, that will keep without injury in all cli- 
'roates, and may be taken at night or morning 
| with equal advantage ; nay, it may be a com- 
forting cordial to you every hour of the day, 
and every minute of the hour. Let come 
what will, riches or poverty, health or sick- 
ness, joy or sorrow, life or death, the promise 
still holds good, “ There remaineth therefore 
a rest to the people of God.” 


THE TOU HASTY REPROOF. 
From the same. 


| Neighbour,” said I, to one of my friends 





| who lives near me, “ you have sadly splashed 


your stockings! In the state in which the 
roads now are, a little care is required in 
crossing them, which care, it is very plain, 
'you have not exercised. If you were a little 
more careful, your appearance would not be a 
whit the less respectable.” 

My neighbour civilly thanked me for my 
excellent advice, and then added, that as I had 
so narrowly scrutinized his stockings, it would 
do me no harm to take a glance at my own. 
This IT immediately did, and found, to my 
| confusion, that if he had been in the mud, I 
had as surely been in the mire. How it hap- 
pened, I cannot tell; but certain it is that d 
was by no means in a fit state to call him to” 
account in the manner | had done. However, 
this advantage attended the affair, that T re- 
solved another time to give a sharp look-out 
for my own imperfections before t ventured 
to rebuke those of another. 

“O wad some power the giftie gie us, 

To see oursels as others see us, 

It wad frae mony a blunder free us, 
And foolish notion.” 

If it were only half as easy to amend our- 
selves, as to reprove others ; and if in giving 
advice we could secure the benefits we are so 
intent to confer on our neighbours, how often 
would Old Humphrey be spared the mortify- 
ing reflection that he was scattering abroad 
what was wanted at home. Only two days 
ago, while in the very act of recommending 
more care to a servant who had upset a’salt- 





maineth therefore a rest to the people of|sellar, he knocked a drinking-glass from the 


God.” Heb. iv. 9. What a blessed portion is 


table with his elbow, and broke it to pieces. 
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* No double-hearted Israelites within our lines be found, 


THE FRIEND. 


For“ The Friend.” | cording to true knowledge,” 1 began to think 


DAVID AT HEBRON. myself very righteous, even more than many 

eth wis elle brethren, from whence I took liberty to pass 

4 re many uncharitable judgments on those | am 

The oe of Issachar were men who understood the | now satisfied were much better than myself. 
They * knew what Israel ought to do” when formed in | £ thought myself good enough to be a preach- 
lines ; er, and many times when at meetings, I have 

Brave Zebulun’s adherents firm, kept rank and would been under concern, which seemed to spring 
not part, . from the ‘Truth ; such Scriptures opening to 
~~ pt Ameo war ee, and ® net ef double | caw mind 20 J thought I was to preach. I 
There mustered gallant warriors, with “ ready hearts” | Could pray in great zeal a long time; and 


they came, __ |could, I thought, sing the Hebrew song, but 
Where Hebron’s hills sent back the shout of David's | found it afterwards a Babylonish hymu. When 


regal name! 
Before this gathered army, unbidden, Uzza laid 
His hand upon the ark, and was a death-struck warning 


in ignorance, yet, when | was better taught, 
I sutiered much more because of my careless. 
ness; but through all, the Lord preserved 
that sincerity he had begotten in my heart, 
By degrees | learned to fast and to pray, that 
iL might be enabled to starve that spirit of self 
m me; and to accept none of the serpent’s 
fuod, which was but dust; but to feed on that 
Bread only which cometh down from God out 
of heaven. And | was given to see, that this 
spirit was of that nature which the disciples 
could not cast out, when they asked Christ 
the reason, and received for answer,—* ‘This 
sort goeth ngt out but by prayer and fasting.” 

W heu there was great enjoyment in meet- 
ings, | was made to be content to fast, and 
feel thaukful for the least crumb | could gather 
from the tioly ‘Table, learning to stand still 
ull the Lord bad gamed me the victory over 
all my carnal willigs, runnings, and impa- 
tence. When I sat down in a meeting, | 











































alone, | had fine large openings, which con- 
firmed me that | must be a preacher, thinking 
ek I had wit enough to do it better than many ; 
To all who itr self-righteousness lay unprepared hand, and had not the Lord preserved me, I had 
Upon ihe sacred things of God, without his high com-|@ppeared as a minister to my hurt. But He 

mang ! who knew my sincerity, mercifully made man- 
Oh, whete are now the warriors, who with perception | ifest, by degrees, the deceitfulness of this 

true, spirit ; and, deepening my experience, He at 


gee of —_ rn — what Israel ——e do? | times led me to the place of trne prayer, and| was brought in stillness to see the conquering 
ergot Co eee me to perceive the mystery of iniquity | arm of the Lord: aud even then I durst not 
Who boldly stand for Israel's king, nor show “a double working in my heart. The travail of my | stir in any exercise till His power weut before 
heart ?” soul was very great before the Lord, that 1| me, and co-operated with my spirit. Many 
Are there now found no Uzzas, with forward zeal to lay might know this nature in me, and be pre- times I had only the office, as it were, of a 
A hand upon the holy ark, as he of ancient day ? served from its evil workings. And He was|door-keeper, which, when | was careful to 


oe now found no ministers who feed the vain| pleased to answer my cry; which mercy, 
etre, ‘ ; } amongst many others, | desire never to forget. 
to words from sinful lips untouched with holy | ¢), the in enssnak anguish and deep ee 
re? oe 
of heart | had to endure before I got the better 
of it; and even to this day, if I watch not 
diligently, it will put up its evil head, and 
take possession of my thoughts. Many were 
the transformations—the subtle operations— 
the cunning appearances of this pretended 
angel of light, and various the bad fruits which 
were produced in me :—spiritual pride, zeal 
, without true knowledge, want of charity, 
‘aie - ‘waves of terror where high the billows toss, /¢TTors in judgment respecting the aut states 
Oc. in thie ncicome pestilence—and bring them to the of other vineyards, to the negtect o my own ; 
_ cross ! whereby I was in frequent danger of falling into 
Be — them in the lions’ den—protect them in the| those very temptations and snares concerning 
ee : : . | which I so much and so readily condemned 
Saha eats Senge hele sestmnente—to Mies raise) ire, If tho Lord hed act ea on my side, 


And a, Israel shall tread the higher | and worked wonders for me, I had been utterly 
lost. But in his loving-kindness, I was shown 
that these were the delusions of the imagina- 
tion picturing a sort of likeness, and sitting as 
Lord. ‘They were sparks of my own kindling, 
and my portion was to lie down in sorrow 
many times. The Lord showed me there 
was but one Mediator between God and man, 
and that was Christ Jesus; that without him 
I could do nothing acceptable to God. No 
concern, no zeal, no vows, no prayers, no per- 
formance whatsoever, out of his Spirit, had 
any acceptance with Him. Those who would 
bring honour to God, must be subject to His 
Holy Spirit in all things; for other spirits 
would honotr Him in words, but in works 
deny Him, taking the glory to themselves. I 
have found, by living experience, that the 
workings of man’s spirit are for the exaltation 
of the creature ; and I know that saying of 
Christ’s to be everlastingly true, viz. “ He 
that speaketh of himself seeketh his own 
glory; but He that seeketh His glory that 
sent him, the same is true, and no unright- 
eousness is in him.” 
Although the Lord has passed by errors of 
the kind above named, when I committed them 


discharge with faithtulness, I had the sweet 
reward of peace. Here I was taught in the 
school of Christ to know, that the only work 
we should perform, is that in which the Lord 
employs us; that His is the best and the only 
accepted time ; and it is always our business 
to mind the present work and time, and not 
to be curious in seeking after more than is 
meet for us, nor covetous of gifts beyond our 
measure, or in our own wills; but our covet- 
ing should be in His will, opened in the Light. 
| also saw that “ The life is more than meat, 
and the Body, (which is Christ) than raiment ;” 
and that we ought to covet faith and hope, but 
most of all charity. 

But, turning back a little in my narrative ; 
after times of great trial, | had seasons of 
much comfort, when my soul was more en- 
larged; and love to God increased in my 
heart: then I would be entering into covenant 
with Him to keep His statutes and His judg- 
ments; and promising, if He would be with 
me, and be my God, | would, in His time, 
follow Him in all His requirings. I often 
retired alone into the country, where the 
Lord was pleased to open several things to 
my understanding respecting my state, and to 
raise a cry in my heart, to carry on His own 
work in me; I being willing, as I thought, 
that the Lord should do it in His own time, 
and in His own way ; and that, with His as- 
sistance, I should be faithful. But when my 
request came to be granted, I found that I 
neither liked the time nor the way prescribed, 
for the root of the tree of iniquity was not 
yet plucked up, but remained and grew in my 
heart; and 1 had plumed myself into false 
confidence, from having, as I believed, had 
times of encouragement, and that my moun- 
tain was strong, though it lasted only for a 
season. Being sincere, a cry was raised in 
me for entire deliverance from the thraldom 
of sin, that without reserve there might not 
be any thing left alive which was offensive in 
the Divine sight; and that all my aflec- 


Ah, yes! but as in ancient time—the judgment all 
may feel— 

Death’s impress marks the offerings of man's unbidden 
zeal 

















The fire that lights our altars if not divinely given, 
Can ne'er send up a sacrifice acceptable to heaven ! 


Then oh, that He who dwells on high, would condes- 
cend to keep, 

The’ priests and people in his charge, in every conflict 
dee 


court, 

The laws the parents battled for, may children then 
support ! 

Then ye true hearted warriors, who have of Jordan 
drunk, 

Be true to your allegiance, and steadily keep rank ; 


But all the trumpets in our camp send forth “ a certain 
sound !” 
= 
For “ The Friend.” 
JOHN DAVIS. 
(Concluded from page 94.) 


And now I may give some account of what 

I met with from a spirit of deceit and self- 
ighteousness ;..so that in reading the text, 

“ When the Spirit of Truth doth come, it 
shall convince the world of sin, of-righteous- 
ness, and of judgment,” I have often said, | 
have no righteousness to be convinced of, so 
that part I should»have nothing to do with : 
but to my great sorrow I found it otherwise. 
For having, as I thought, done and suffered 
much for the Truth, being measurably pre- 
served from the evils I was formerly guilty 
of, and having “a zeal for God, but not ac- 
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tions might be weaned from the things of 


—_ now the axé was laid to the root of the 


ungodly tree, sin revived divers temptations 
within me to many old evils; and provoca- 
tions of various sorts were raised up against 
me—ia short, the old nature was all in a fer- 
meot in my soul. ‘lhese were seasons of 
deep sorrow, humiliation, aud trial; and I 
was made to witness the state spoken of by 
the apostle, when he says, “ l see another law 
in my members warring against the law of 
my mind.” For t did many things to which 
my mind consented not; and yet, under this 
great trouble, the Lord’s power lifted me up. 
Many and fervent were my cries for deliver- 
ance from this bodyof sin and death; but I 
could not get from under it in my own way 
and time, because that in me which had joined 
issue against the Lord, must partake of the 
plagues He was now pouring on that spirit 
that would rule in my heart, and by which the 
holy name of the Lord was blasphemed. I 
saw that iniquity only endured for a season, 
but that Truth endureth forever ; that if Satan 
did his worst, still the Lord would get himself 
honour; and that I should trust in the Lord, 
wait His time, and keep the word of His pa- 
tience. Thus was | brought to be resigned 
to the will of God; and to say ia my heart, 
‘The Lord is wiser than man, it is His quar- 
rel, and on Him will I wait until He has gain- 
ed the victory for me.’ In my heart the bat- 
tle was carried on, which was no small pain 
to the flesh, the Lord kindling the fire of His 
judgments against Satan, who used all his 
power to keep his habitation. The Lord, by 
the sword of His eternal oh cut off many 
things my soul had been, » glued to, 
The famine beyan in the land, for starving 
that frothy wisdom I so much gloried in. ‘The 
pestilence of His fury was poured on the first 
nature in me; and many were the slain of 
the Lord in that day. I loved His judgments, 
and was willing He should cut open my heart, 
and let out all the blood which had given life 
to those things that offended Him. This was 
heart work indeed ; it was deep searching of 
heart, and my body was affected by it. Many 
times I wished for death rather than life. My 
countenance grew pale, and I often laid my 
hands on my loins, being in great pain from 
days of sorrow and nights of trouble, in con- 
sequenc@of the separation the Lord made be- 
tween my soul and that wicked spirit to which 
it had been joined. Thus He led me on; 
and in due time he healed my wounds, and 
bid me be valiant and follow Him, promising 
that should gain the victory at last. 

And now I can say, “‘a man’s enemies are 
those of his own house ;” for, notwithstanding 
the many provocations and temptations which 
attended me, had not the evil root remained, 
the trouble would have been very little, be- 
cause there would have been no inclination to 
them; the Lord at times permitting me to 
see, that where He had taken away the incli- 
mation, there the temptation had no force. 
Fearful and unbelieving thoughts were often 
my companions, and many were my complaints 
of my troubles to the Lord, I being quite 
Weary of this great burden ; but I learned that 
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thence I was much concerned for him ; and 
sometimes I took him out of the way into the 
country; sometimes got him to meeting, 
where I was desirous that the Lord would 
open something in his servants that might be 
serviceable to him. I had my prayer an- 
swered by a Friend speaking directly to his 
state, so that it affected him, and he began to 
think about being obedient ; but then he would 
run back again, and had many afflictions, with 
signs and wonders from the Lord upon Pha- 
roah’s nature in him; still that hard task mas- 
ter would not let him go to serve his God. 
He came and told me that, if he did not give 
up in obedience, he believed the Lord would 
cut him off; which so affected him, that he 
began to go to meetings; and the Lord was 
pleased to afford him strength to come up in 
obedience, and confess Christ before men— 
causing him to grow in the Truth. But the 
enemies did not fail to pursue, and many bat- 
tles they had; but the Lord hitherto in mercy 
kept him, giving him more than ever he could 
expect in this world—goods, and a wife to his 
mind—as I am a witness, for God, of his great 
kindness to him every way. And now I de- 
sire for him, and all the visited of the Lord, 
that we may be preserved in his fear, never 
forgetting his mercy, and especially his loving 
kindness, for I cannot but say our visitation 
has been large. If we should serve idols of 
our own making, and love any thing better 
than Him, we deserve double punishment. 
And I do believe it will be more tolerable in 
the judgment for the worst of men than for 
us, should we go back again into Egypt, and 
thus miss of obtaining the good land. 
































it was the spirit that would save itself which 
worked those things, and that I must suffer it 
to be brought forth to the slaughter. I saw 
therein the justice of the Holy One ; that body 
and spirit should be made partakers of the 
sufferings, by reason they had been par- 
takers of the sins. From several causes and 
persons, I met with many provoking circum- 
stances, which sometimes made me complain ; 
but then I remembered what 1 had formerly 
done to others, (times and places being brought 
to mind,) so the measure I had meted out, was 
now meted to me in returo. ‘hus was I quiet- 
ed,and made to submit, though long under 
such kind of errors, by reason of divers roots, 
which were deep in the earth. Many were 
ny exercises, until the Lord measurably gave 
the victory ; and as my enemies grew weaker, 
my faith grew stronger. Amidst this trouble, 
{ was not without my intermitting seasons of 
peace and comfort, enjoying freedom of spirit ; 
and often enlarged in my heart to cry unto 
the Lord, that his work might be carried on 
in others ; but more especially those who were 
under the profession of Truth, of whom the 
faithful were near and dear unto me. Thus 
all things worked together for good ; hope in- 
creased in my mind, and | became more in 
love with the Lord and his ways; and many 
opportunities I had of doing some small ser- 
vices, in which | was willing, but found some- 
thing in myself to oppose when I saw the line 
of my duty to be in the cross. So I felt I had 
need of strength from God to perform the 
smallest matter relating to services; my chief 
desire being to set forth the love of God to 
mankind. 

1 shall now return to give further account 
of my friend, who came to London about si 
or seven weeks after me. I accidentally met 
him in the street, and his very outward ap- 
pearance discovered his inward man. In short 
he was the very reverse of any thing that 
looked like good. Notwithstanding it was so 
with him, I loved him, and am satisfied my 
love proceeded from the love of God in my 
heart ; so true it is, that Christ loved uswhen 
we were yet sinners and enemies to him; and 
his love was extended towards my friend. But 
I was concerned to see him so bad, and could 
not part with him till we went to a house to- 
gether. After being with each other awhile, 
he gave me an account of his proceedings 
since we parted ; which brought inexpressible 
sorrow on my spirit; but I had relief, in that 
the Lord followed him with judgments, bring- 
ing him to town against his inclination ; for 
the terrors of the Lord so pursued him, that 
he durst not stay any longer in the country. 
I used endeavours to persuade him to forsake 
his companions, and to go to meeting, that he 
might get strength—but in vain; he durst 
not yet go to meetings, as his friends in town 
were intent on diverting him from being a 
Quaker ; so that all manner of instruments 
and opportunities were devised for this pur- 
pose ; and his being wholly at liberty, in full 
pocket, &c., helped to keep him in bondage 
to his old master, yet the Lord still mercifully 
followed him. 

When under judgments and terrors, he 
would come and tell me how things were, 


_=_ 
~~ For “ "The Friend.” 
MEMOIR OF JOHN WIGHAM. 
(Continued from page 94.) 
Philadelphia, 4th of Fourth month, 1797. 


To Ann Christy.—I feel unfit to stain much 
paper with the pen, yet to thee I think I can 
do a little, when I remember thy solicitude 
about me, and expression of a hope of seeing 
me at the Yearly Meeting [in London.] 
These lines may let thee know that my views 
are turned another way. 

Yesterday, 1 took a ge in a vessel 
bound to Charleston, South Carolina, and from 
thence I have a prospect of proceeding to 
Nova Scotia, if way open. It has been a 
pretty close trial to turn my back on home, 
after having entertained some hope of being 
released from further labour in this land ; but 
through favour I have been enabled to say, 
“Thy will be done.” Two Friends from this 
continent, Charity Cook, and Mary Swett, 
have a prospect of going over to England to 
visit you, and expect to sail in a few weeks. 
Martha Routh expects to leave this city in a 
‘few days, to go to Long Island, and to New 
York, and Rhode Island Yearly Meetings. 

Thy attention! take kind: I believe it is 
love in thy tender mind to the Great Master, 
that makes thee willing to serve the servants, 
how little worth soever they may be; and 
verily [ often think, none can be more un- 
worthy than myself :—however, I have no 
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disposition at present to complain; I must 

nowledge that the Lord is good. May we 
be enabled to keep our eye single unto Him, 
and lean uyon Him; this will meet His ac- 
ceptance. 

Fourth month 6th, 1797.—Left Philadel- 
phia, and embarked ia the brig Maria, Captain 
Strong, for Charleston, South Carolina, with 
my former companion, Ebenezer Cresson. It 
was a disappointment to me to have to turn 
amy back on home, after hoping that I should 
have been released from further labour on 
this continent; yet when the Lord gave a 
clear prospect, He also gave faith. Praised 
forever be His holy name ! 

I now enjoyed a mental calm, attended by 
an ‘evidence that the Lord continues to be all 
powerful, and that His power makes His peo- 
ple willing.* 

Fourth month 7th.—In the river opposite 
New Castle. Lord! thou knowest what a 
poor creature I am ;—my trust is in ‘hee ; 
O! keep me in thy pavilion. Thou art my 





THE FRIEND. 


our captain is the most hardened and desper- 
ate, thought civil and obliging to us. 

Landed at Charleston on the morning of 
the 20th; stayed there over First-day, and 
had two meetings. Here are a few, who call 
themselves, and are called by others Friends ; 
but alas! the name is all; they seem com- 
pletely united with the world. 


Charleston, South Carolina, 
21st of Fourth mouth, 1797. 


To his Daughter Jane Cruickshank.— 
Though we are far, very far separated, yet I 
frequently feel a near sympathetic union with 
thy spirit, and renewedly so at this time ; and 
as there is an opportunity from this place, by 
a ship expected to sail for London in a few 
days, I thought I might tell thee what re- 
vived in my remembrance, in my looking at 
thee and feeling with thee ;—even the pro- 
phet’s expressions respecting the blindness of 
the Lord’s servants, and how He leads them 
in a way that they neither have heretofore 


stay, gracious God! while floating on this| known, nor yet do know,—yet He makes 
unstable element; for which I humbly thank | da:kness light before them—smooths and 
Thee. O! enable me faithfully to fulfil the | makes straight their rough and crooked paths, 


embassy on which thou hast sent me ! 
Fourteenth.—Passed Cape Hatteras with a 
fair wind, all well, though we have had two| 
tossing days and nights, occasioned by a} 
strong south-west wind. I have been a good 
deal tried by the apparent carelessness of the 
captuin ; not that I feel much anxiety about 
my own life; but I have been uneasy about 
dear Ebenezer,—having been the cause of 
his taking this voyage. I had little sleep 
last night, but feel peaceful and quiet this 
morning. 
Fifteenth.—Have had a roughish sea since 
esterday, and last night nearly ran upon 
k-out shoals. I lay awake all night, and 
could not banish fearful apprehensions about 
my dear Ebenezer, and the distress of his 
mother and sisters, should any accident hap- 
pen to him; but the innocent youth himself 
slept sweetly. We are among a swearing 
crew, the captain particularly ; though alarm- 
ed last night, he cursed terribly. “If the 
righteous searcely be saved, where shall the 
ungodly and the sinner appear.” 
Sixteenth.—Last .night very stormy,— 
thunder, lightning and ‘rain, made more awful 
by the darkness. The sailors say they never 
saw-a more dismal time. A squall of wind 
enstied, and it was very rough. 
Seventeeth.—Calm, and fine now, after the 
rolling. We see many wonders as well as 
changes. I think of all the men I ever saw, 





* At this period John Wigham appears to have been 
under close trial. -He had some time before 
apprehended that way was opening for him to return 
home, and he had given his friends and near connec- 
tions some expectation, that he might arrive in time to 
attend the Yearly Meeting in London in 1797; and in 
anticipation of this being the case, his beloved wife 
went up thither, hoping to mect him, but was, of 
course, painfully disappointed. When, however, he 
became fully convinced of the Divine requiring for 
farther gospel labour in America, he evinced his dedi- 
cation to the cause he had espoused, by yielding thereto 
in simple obedience. In allusion to the subject, he says 
in a letter to a Friend, “ through favour I have been 
enabled to say, Thy will be done.’” 


—and promises that all these things He will | 


do for them, and not forsake them. 
Various indeed are the dispensations, 


bring His chosen servants, preparatory to the 
production of acceptable fruits uato Him; yet 
He is never wanting to sustain and help those 
who put their trust and confidence in Him, 





things ; but the subject somehow has s ven 
my pen. 

Now turn thy thoughts.—Though darkness 
cover the earth, and gross darkuess the 
ple, the Lord continues to be a light to those, 
who know their dwelling to be in Jerusalem, 
the quiet habitation: there is still light in 
Goshen ;—the Lord is a sanctuary to his 
ple, and will be the preservation of all who 
trust in Him. 

I do not know that I have much more to 
say, having written thee so lately; but I de. 
sire my love may be communicated to Friends, 
leaving the particulars pretty much to thee, 
Thou knowest I love them that love the 
Truth, and I know thou dost so likewise. We 
love one another, and in that reciprocal love, 
may we experience a growth ; which no doubt 
we shall do, as we continue to watch and 
war against every thing, that would obstruct 
the precious spiritual union with the Father 
and the Son, in whom is the life. 

Second-day.—Set out towards Wrights. 
burgh, in Georgia; reached a Friend’s house 
at a place called Eddiston, where we had a 
meeting with a few Friends, who live in the 
neighbourhood. Hence proceeded without any 
other meeting to Wrightsburgh, a long weary 





| journey of about ninety miles. My horse be- 
through which the Lord sees it needful to, 


came foundered, so that we were obliged to 
leave him ; and not being able to procure an- 
other, my companion and | had only one horse 
betwixt us, and we were consequently obliged 
to walk by turns most of the way.—{During 


and who give up the will to Him, excluding | this part of his travels, although John W ig- 
self, and watching and warring agaiust it in all! ham has not left any record of it, a circum. 


its varied appearances. My spirit salutes 
thee, and bids thee fear not ;—hold fast thy 
confidence, and keep on thy way in the little- 
ness ;—O! the littleness,——how beautiful and 
how safe ! 


Charleston, South Carolina, 
2ist of Fourth month, 1797. 


stance of a very trying nature occurred, 
which he has frequently related to some of 
his fgiends se ctendess of which, as near 
as can be recollected, were the following :— 
His companion and he, having, as before sta- 
ted, only one horse to carry themselves and 


| saddle bags, rose early in the morning, and 


: ; travelled till about ten o’clock, when they 

To Ann Christy+—I arrived here yester- stopped to breakfast. They had only just 
day, having had a passage of two weeks from | commenced their repast, when an alarm was 
Philadelphia; in which we met with contrary given, that their horse, which had been put 
winds, thunder-gusts, and squalls ; but we} into the stable, but not tied up, had run off, 
were preserved prea" all; and neither my | having, as was thought, followed some other 
companion nor myself sick, which I esteem a) horses that had been passing. John Wigham, 
great favour. a his companion, and some otler persons, imme- 

We have made a sudden transition from diately set out in parsuit, following him into 
winter to summer,—every thing here is in full) the woods. ‘They were not long in finding 
bloom,—green peas in perfection,—peaches| him, for in crossing a piece of bogg¥ ground, 
half grown, and figs just setting. How my/the horse sunk down into it so completely, 
poor tabernacle will stand this hot climate I) that all the exertions of the party, continued 
know not, it is now very warm. for several hours, failed in extricating him. 

There are very few in this city that pro-| Towards afternoon, John Wigham, having 
fess with us, though they do keep up a meet-/| become faint from fatigue and want of food, 
ing: the family where we are lodged, received | lay down on the ground, in sorrow and per- 
us_ kindly ; though, except the man Friend,/| plexity. Whilst lying in this exhausted con- 
the rest of the family were dressed in high| dition, it occurred to him, to have small bran- 
French fashion. It appears to be a place of|ches cut from trees, and trodden down into 
idleness and dissipation,—the white inhabit-|the bog, just before the horse’s head. His 
ants being supported by the labours of the| assistants, on his suggesting it, adopted this 
slave; indeed, it may truly be said, these} plan, until they had formed a pretty firm foot- 
southern states are a land of darkness,—dark-|ing near the animal’s fore-feet: they then 
ness that may be felt ; and yet in this thick | excited him to a fresh effort, when he speedily 
darkness, the people are boasting of light and | raised himself on the platform thus prepared, 
liberty ;—a miserable mournful situation, pride | and to the great relief of John Wigham and 
and oppression abounding. I do not want to| his companion, came out without having sus- 
hurt thy feeling mind, dear , With such | tained any injury.]} 
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At Wrightsburgh, we lodged at a Friend’s 
house, and got another horse. Visited all 
the meetings in Georgia and South Carolina, 
and returned to Charleston, 353 miles. Had 
a public meeting in the Council Chamber 
above the Exchange, a large place, and pretty 
well filled, chiefly by men of the upper rank ; 
who behaved as well as I expected, consider- 
ing the fear they seem to feel with respect to 
their slaves. ‘The doctrines of Christianity 
are so opposed to their practice, that it is hard 
for them to hear the ‘Truth declared. How- 
ever, I was favoured to get through to some 
satisfaction, without meeting with any public 
opposition ; though [ sensibly felt an opposing 
spirit. My gracious Master took away fear, 
and enabled me honestly to deliver what was 
given me ; for which I teel thankful. At the 
close of the meeting, some of the methodists, 
particularly a preacher, came and offered 
their meeting-house to accommodate the peo- 
ple of colour. As I had felt drawn towards a 
meeting with that people, [ accepted the offer: 
the methodists also undertook to give notice 
that the meeting was to be held on First-day 
morning. 

(To be continued.) 


For “ The Friend.” 


THE TIMES. 
(Concluded from page 92.) 

Before I conclude these observations on the 
peculiar state of atfairs in these eventful times, 
I wish to offer a few remarks to the se- 
rious attention of a class of persons, differing 
froin either of those who have been alluded to 
in the foregoing Essays. I mean such as 
have not been engaged in immoderate wordly 
pursuits; have not been making haste to be 
rich, nor hazarding the property of other men 
in doubtful schemes to increase their own ; 
and who have yet been permitted to feel the 
effects of the storm which has burst upon us, 
and have suffered the loss of much, if not all, 
which they possessed. Such a dispensation 
is peculiarly trying, though it is undoubtedly 
intended by our heavenly Father to work out 
some important and valuable end. But if 
such are not very watchful and guarded, the 
enemy will frustrate the good designed to 
grow out of it, and greatly embitter the trial, 
by stirring up a repining and murmuring dis- 
position, so that instead of the affliction soft- 
ening the heart and driving it closer home to 
God, the only sure and unchanging source of 
comfort, it will become obdurate, soured and 
alienated from Him. 

Such persons may think, and perhaps with 
some degree of justice, that they were inno- 
cent of “ the great transgressions,” in relation 
to pecuniary matters, which have provoked 
the Divine displeasure and chastisement, and 
may therefore be inclined to suppose that they 
had ground to expect an exemption from the 
calamity ; but what man is there of us all, 
who, upon a narrow and impartial inspection 
into the state of his heart, as it appears in the 
sight of Heaven, feels not that his many short- 
comings an‘! backslidings have deserved at the 
Divine hand, punishment vastly greater than 
any thing he has suffered. 





THE FRIEND. 


It is to be observed also, that the love of 
money is extremely insidious; and screens 
itself under so many fair guises, that even a 
sincere Christian may be led into a very erro- 
neous judgment of his own state touching this 
* root of all evil,” unless the deceitfulness of 
his own heart, and of this destroyer, be fully 


laid open by the Spirit of Truth. Instances 
ure not wanting where other means of accom- 
plishing this blessed end, seemed ineffectual, 
until the time of stripping came, and then 
the man who flattered himself with the self- 
complacent opinion that he was only “ dili- 
gent in business,” and prudent and thrifty in 
his worldly concerns ; and that his attachment 
to his possessions was kept in due subjection, 
has evinced by his lamentation over their loss, 
that his case was much like his who cried | 
out, “ Ye have taken away my gods that | 
have made, and what have | more?” “ The 
life is more than meat, and the body than 
raiment ;” and if that “ life, which is hid with | 
Christ in God,” is preserved, the privation of 
all things else is of comparatively little mo- 
ment. Instead therefore of mourning over 
what we have lost, let us rather number the 
blessings which a beneficent Creator is still 
pleased to grant us, and endeavour to double 
our diligence in laying up treasure in heaven, 
“where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
nor thieves break through and steal ;” that so 
we may have a good foundation against the 
day of trouble, and be prepared to meet | 
whatever trials may assail us, with Christian 
fortitude and resignation, knowing that we 
are but strangers and pilgrims on earth, and 
are “ seeking another and better country, that 
is an heavenly.” 

The eminent apostle of the gentites counted 
all things but loss for the excelleficy of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord; and if 
this is happily our experience, we shall be | 
enabled to rejoice in all those dispensations of 
Divine Providence, which tend to divest us of 
every inferior attachment ; to break up every 
polluted and false dependence, and drive us 
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upon its enjoyment. Why then should we 
waste our time in idle lamentation over the 
trifles which have been taken from us, to the 
neglect of the ‘“ unsearchable riches of 
Christ,” which can never perish or depre- 
ciate !—let us rather forget the things which 
are behind, and “ press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord,” having our eye fixed on the 
eternal recompence of reward, which is at the 
end of the race. 


SAVOUR OF LIFE UNTO LIFE. 


Thomas Story relates in his Journal the 
following circumstance under date of 1699:— 

“At New Castle we met with ousgood 
friend Samuel Carpenter, his wife, and some 
other Friends of Philadelphia, and we were 
kindly received to lodging with him. And 
next day (being the Fifth of the week) we had 
a large meeting there, and were much com- 
forted in the blessed Truth among Friends ; 
and staying over the First-day meeting, and 
the ‘Third-day following, we had a meeting at 
Merion with the Welsh Friends, on the 15th, 
among whom I was much satisfied: for 
several of them appearing in testimony in 
the British tongue, which I did not under- 
stand ; yet, being the word of Truth in them, 
as instruments moved thereby, I was as much 
retreshed as if it had been in my own lan- 
guage ; which confirmed me in what I had 
thought before, that where the Spirit is the 
same in the preacher and hearer, and is the 
Truth, the refreshment is chiefly thereby, 
rather than by the form of words or language, 
to all that are in the same Spirit at the same 
time ; and this is the universal uage of 
the Spirit, known and underst in all 
tongues and nations, to them that are born of 
him. But, in order to the convincement of 
such as know not the Truth; for the begetting 
of Faith in such as do not yet believe therein ; 
for the opening of the understanding, by the 
form of doctrine, and declaration of the neces- 


home for comfort and satisfaction, to the|sary Truths of the gospel and kingdom of 
blessed foretaste of that rest which remaineth | God, intelligible language, uttered under the 
for the people of Gad, The vicissitudes we | immediate influence of the Spirit of Truth, is 
have witnessed in all that pertains to this life, | indispensably necessary; as also for the edi- 
teach us the important lesson that this is not | fying of the church, the body of Curust, in 


our home; and that however lawful the true 
enjoyment of earthly good is to the sincere 
Christian, if used in the fear of the Lord, 
yet that our hopes of happiness can never rest 
securely on any foundation but that of the | 
Divine favour, having an interest in Him 
“who died for us, and rose again,” and 
through submission to the sanctifying epeie| 
ations of his grace, knowing our salvation to| 
be wrought out in fear and trembling. 

This blessed privilege is freely offered for | 
the acceptance of all who are willing to com- 
ply with the unalterable terms, on which only 
it is to be obtained ; and whatever our tem-| 
poral losses or disappointments may have’ 
been, it is animating and encouraging to know 
that nothing can deprive us of the glorious 
boon of being “ heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Christ,” im an everlasting crown and 
inheritance, but our own unwillingness to sub- 
mit to the necessary preparation for entering 


general.” 


The Outward Law and Worship distinguish- 
ed from the Inward. From Barclay’s Apo- 
logy. 

The law and rule of the old covenant and 
Jews was outward, written in tables of stone 
and parchment, But the Jaw of the new 
covenant is inward and perpetual, written in 
the heart. 


| _ The worship of the Jews was outward and 


carnal, limited to ‘set times, places, and per- 
sons, and performed according to set preserib- 
ed forms and observations. _ But the worship 
of the new covenant is neither limited to time, 
place, nér person, but ts performed in the Spi- 
rit and in truth; and it is not acted according 
to set forms and prescriptions, but as the Spi- 
rit of God immediately actuates, moves, and 
leads, whether it be to preach, pray, or sing. 





————— 
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THE FIT OF ABSTRACTION. States ought to be ainended, so as to prevent 
From Old Humphrey's ‘‘ Thoughts for the Thoughtful.” _ tHE F R TE N D. At the mean ane and maintenance of slave ry in 
a allio dlep deen day hates TWELFTH MONTH, 24, 1842. the Unite tates in any form or manner. 
’ ’ seniaietiahthiteatie Saati ated hace 


5. That our Senators in Congress be in- 
structed, and our representatives be request- 
ed, to present the foregoing resolutions to 
their respective Houses in Congress and to 
use their influence to carry out the principles 
thereof, 

6. That the Governor of this State be re. 
quested to transmit a copy of the foregoing 
resolutions to each of our Senators and Re. 
presentatives in Congress. 





end of December, when, standing up at the ; 
window, to look at the trees powdered over! The Green Mountain State, it appears, has 
as they were with snow, and at the poor hulf- fairly taken the lead of her sisters of the con- 
famished birds that were rendered tame by | federacy on the subject of capital punishments. 
the severity of the season, that 1 gave way to | May the influence of her example spread until 
a fit of benevolent abstraction. I will en-| this relic of a barbarous age be expunged from 
deavour to set down my ruminations. the statute books of all the states. We copy 
“ Oh!” thought [, “ that it were possible | the following from one of the daily papers em 
for me to do some kindly deed to every man,| “* Vermont has set an example, which will 
woman, and child, under the canopy of|eventually be followed by every State, she has 
heaven! Oh, that I could for once in my life | abolished capital punishment, and substituted 
make every eye sparkle; every pulse throb, |t*mprisonment for life, unless the governor 
and every heart beat with delight! Had I the | shall, after one year, issue a warrant requir- 
power, the poor should be made rich; the|ing the criminal to be executed. This law 
rich more affluent than they are, and the one | has received the governor’s signature, and is 
and the other should have heavenly hopes | now the statute of the state. It is a most 
added to their earthly enjoyments!” Now this|important act, and we believe as wise a one 
was all very beautiful, and [ no doubt thought |as could be adopted. Every day’s experience 
so, for I continued my musings of benevo-|shows the repugnance in the public mind to 
lence. condemning a man to death, a feeling which 
«« How delightful it would be to comfort the | is so strong as to excite a false and pernicious 
afflicted ; to raise the fallen; to liberate the |sympathy in behalf of the murderer, which 
captive; to heal the sick; to bind up the | leads too frequently to his entire escape from 
bruised and broken, ant to scatter abroad, | any penalty.” 
wide as the world, the elements of peace, 
comfort, satisfaction, happiness, and delight!” 
If any thing, this latter burst of philan- 
thropy was finer than the former; and most a Pau 
likely, at the moment, my countenance bright- ee es 
ened up in contemplating the fair picture ANTI-SLAVERY IN VERMONT, 
which my fancy in such glowing colours had| An ominous movement has just been made : 
drawn. But not yet was the fountain of my |in the Vermont Legislature with regard to sla- Ce ee oe ees 
good intentions dry, or the treasure-house of| very. It appears to us as the most important | |, | ae eons ‘se om ag a ne 
my munificence exhausted ; for thus did I con-|step which has yet been taken against the | ticular Mw. eting. She jen paying u visit to her culins 
tinue my abstraction. institution. We refer to the following series | tives in Berks county, Pa., where, mecting with an 
“« Had I the power and the opportunity to/of resolutions, passed without a dissenting | «ccident, she became ill, and not long atter departed 
bless mankind, friend and foe should alike be| voice by both branches of that body. They -_ ot a caret Gaiee reasun to believe, 
the partakers of my bounty ; misery should be |come therefore with all the weight of both| " ~ ip . ane ° inn adil 
unknown; unkindness should be banished | political parties, and may be assumed as an| . | ¢ Richard Willinens, of this city, in the lids. pene 
from the world, and the nations of the earth |expression of the opinions and desires of the | of his age. , , 
should celebrate an unbroken jubilee of joy.” | whole people of Vermont. 


I had d hi , suddenly, on the 4th instant, Jonn Duxenart, 
By the time that had arrived at this ex- . ‘ : in the 68th year of his age ; a member of Baltimore 
alted climax of philanthropy, I stood tolerably Resolutions passed unanimously by both 


h he Vi tated Particular Meeting. 
high in my own estimation, and how much branches of the Vermont Legislature. 


, on Fourth-day, the 14th inst., while on a visit 
higher I might have elevated myself it would} Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep. | at the residence of Jonathan C. Baldwin, near Down. 
be hard to say ; but, at the moment, my oppo- resentatives :—— ingtown, Saemae's cay, Pen after - ie tentang, 
" ' ; ’ : I : eight hours, Mary B. Corr, a member ot West Chester 
site neighbour opened his door to let ina) 1. That > the rg - the peo- particular meeting, in the forty-ninth year of ber uge. 
strange cat, which had for some time been /|ple of the State of Vermont, we do protest , on Fifth-day morning, the 15th instant, Carn 
mewing in the cold ; he brought out, too, di-| against the admission lato the Union of a0Y | anine Surrrarp, aged cighty years; a valuable elder 
rectly after, some broken victuals toa shivering State whose constitution tolerates domestic | of the Northern District Monthly meeting. Two days 
lad, who had undertaken for a trifle to sweep | slavery, or the annexation of Texas, or any | before her death, though somewhat indisposed, she at 
away the snow from his door, and scattered a | other territory in which slavery exists. tended the week-day meeting to which she belonged. 
liberal handful of crumbs around for the bene-| 2. That we believe that Congress has the 
fit of the poor birds. power by the Constitution of the United 


NOTICE, 


A young man, a Friend, having nearly 
completed a liberal education in one of the 
eastern colleges, is desirous of obtaining a 
situation as instructor in some Friends’ school. 
He would prefer a situation either as principal 
or assistant instructor in ancient languages ; 
but would accept the charge of a school in 
which are taught the branches of learning 
generally. 

The best of testimonials can be given rela- 
tive to ability and moral character. 

Applications made either to L. A. E., 
Brunswick, Maine, or to H. E., Bristol, Bucks 


By another and still more important legis- county, Pa., will receive prompt attention. 


lative movement, that state has evinced a spi- 
rit of liberality in advance of the age :— 


Marriep, at Friends’ Meeting-house, Baltimore, on 
the l4th instant, G rgert Congpon, of Providence, R. 
1., to Mary R. Hopkins, of the former place. 














That night she was taken alarmingly ill, continued so 

With shame and confusion I reflected on | States, to abolish slavery and the slave trade 
have attained to a pretty great age; and it is not to be 
ange three acts of unobtrusive charity. | of Columbia, that the seat of the general go-! sions will be forgiven. The Lord Jesus is our Inter. 
; ; : —Our dear departed Friend, was characterised by an 

cold water given with kindness, is better than} 3. That we believe Congress has Constitu- 

; ari ee 

meer make such laws as shall effectually prevent hand; was “given to hospitality ;” and we thankfully 


during the next day, and on the subsequent one, was 
gathered in peace, On the morning of her death, she 
said to a beloved Friend who had called to see her, “I 
my useless thoughts, and on my neighbour’s | in the District of Columbia, and in the terri- - ' ‘ 

: ! ‘ . . . {expected that I ean last long. I have been lookin, 
deeds.» 1 had stood stock still, idly dreaming | tories of the United States ; and that if Con around, and can see nothing in my way. I hope | = 
on imaginary kindness; while he had really gress refuse to abolish slavery in the District not mistaken. I trust that acca and commis- 

hen shall'we learn that benevolence con- | vernment ought to be removed from that Dis- pare ree _ —— wees ~ re. 

; ; <a ‘ ‘ . _| marked, “ This seems like the sleep of death:” then 

sists not in thinking, but in doing? A real | trict, toa place where slavery and the slave breathing shorter and shorter, she quictly pewed seam 
penny outweighs an ideal pound, and a cup of | trade do not exist. 

honest frankness of character, that needed not, and knew 

rivers of oil flowing only in the imagination. | tional power to prohibit the slave-trade be- | not, disguise. She was concerned to preserve the an- 

tween the several States in this Union, and to | cievt doctrines of the Suciety from innovation on every 

: : - y , . ; believe, that to her the language was verified, * Thou 

He who waits till all difficulties are re-| this trade, and ought to exercise this power. | shalt come to thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of 

moved, will never act. 4. That the Constitution of the United | corn coming in in his season.” 
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